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of them.

Take a spin at Clarchen's Ballhaus: Possibly my favorite place in all of Berlin, Clarchen's
Ballhaus is an old 1920s dance hall that still features old-fashioned mixers on Wednesday
nights. Accompanied by a live band, you can twirl around the dance floor 'til the wee hours of
the morning and feel yourself transported to another era.

Outside Clarchen's Ballhaus: can't you just feel the history?

Take a different kind of spin with Berlin on Bike: One of the best ways to see Berlin is
perched atop two wheels, and Berlin on Bike boasts English and German guides to show you
around the city. I took the amazing Berlin Wall Tour, which led us along the old path of the
Wall, with plenty of stops for pictures. Our (American) guide was full of stories and really knew
his stuff inside out. And when I took a tumble off my bike (cobblestoned street are hard to
navigate!), he had a Powerpuffs Girls bandaid at the ready.

Have an art attack in Prenzlauerberg: Berlin is at the cutting-edge of the modern European
art world; it's chock-full of galleries and studios and people doing exciting, fascinating things. I
took a tour with Go Art! Berlin, which led us through the landscape of 20th century Berlin art,
and even wound up at the wonderful Bonbonmacherei ("candy factory"), where we watched
candy being made and then stuffed our faces with the glorious finished product.

Two bags of candy from the Bonbonmacherei: one of my favorite Berlin purchases!
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Make time for lunch at the KaDeWe: Short for the Kaufhaus des Westerns ("department store
of the West"), the KaDeWe boasts a food hall the likes of which you've never seen before. This
is no humble cafeteria: buffet stations, oyster bars, sandwich shops, and a gourmet grocery
store all battle for room on the KaDeWe's top two floors. Come hungry, leave very, very happy.

Lunch on the top floor of the KaDeWe: fancy and delicious!

Check out the new Jewish Museum: I spent an entire day at the recently-reopened Jewish
Museum Berlin, designed by architect Daniel Libeskind. Covering two millennia of German
Jewish history, it's haunting, beautiful, and informative all by equal measures.

Hop in a Trabi and test your driving skills: For the quintessential out-of-the-box experience,
nothing beats the Trabi Safari, wherein you get behind the wheel of a classic Trabi---once the
most popular car in East Germany---and navigate the city while your guide drives in front of
you, narrating the sights via radio. You need strong nerves, strong concentration skills, and a
strong conviction in your ability to drive stick, but it's an incomparable experience.

The Trabi: you too could drive this around Berlin!

See a show at the Chamaeleon: You don't need to understand German to see a variety show
at the Chamaeleon theatre; we saw an amazing peformance called "My Life" (which appears to
still  be playing!) that made Cirque du Soleil look positively wimpy.

http://www.kadewe.de/de/
http://www.juedisches-museum-berlin.de/site/EN/homepage.php
http://cms.trabi-safari.de/opencms/opencms/trabi-safari/en/_main/home/
http://www.chamaeleonberlin.de/logik/
http://www.chamaeleonberlin.de/logik/index.cgi?session_id=9476055860867223&position=aktuelle_show
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email to a friend

Ashley 
Apr 08, 2009 This is really great timing -- I've always wanted to go to Berlin, and now you've

pushed me over the edge into HAVING to go to Berlin! I'm going to start
looking at flights now....

Mariam 
Apr 08, 2009 I had stopovers in Munich and Frankfurt last year and while they're not Berlin,

I spent *both* stopovers frantically searching the airports for currywurst. I
failed both times, which now makes me want to go to Berlin even more than
before. And this guide isn't really helping me ignore how badly I want to go!

Anne & May 
Apr 08, 2009 Wow, wow, wow. Excellent post and now I'm dying to go to Berlin.

You know what you should do next? Holly's Guide to London: Local Secrets
from a Hometown Girl.

Okay, I'm flexible on the title. Um, please?

Richard 
Apr 08, 2009 I had no idea all of these things were going on in Berlin. Sounds like a really

exciting place. Was the hotel you stayed in close to most of the sights (and/or
public transportation) or did you have to walk a lot? I'd like to find somewhere
quite central to stay, and the picture of your room is great!

holly_burns 
Apr 08, 2009 Hi Richard -- Yes, the Steigenberger is incredibly central. I walked to the

KaDeWe from the hotel (about five minutes) and it's RIGHT off the
Kurfurstendamm, one of the most famous streets in Berlin (picture Oxford
Street in London, Fifth Avenue in New York, or the Champs Elysees in Paris.)
You're about five minutes walk from two U-Bahn stations (great for getting
around), and you're definitely right in the middle of things. Would highly
recommend it!

rachel_berg 
Apr 08, 2009 These pictures are fabulous! Thanks for this review of Berlin. I've never been

before, but now I want to go!

Oh, and I agree with Anne & May. Would love to hear your tips on London,
too.

Nicole 
Apr 08, 2009 Hi Holly

I really love your article! And if I wouldn't already live here in Berlin, I would
definitely want to go there now.

Be brave and order a Currywurst: You can't possibly leave Berlin without stopping by a street
vendor and ordering a Currywurst (the more German beers you've consumed beforehand, the
better it generally tastes.) I even found a spot---the famous Witty's---where all the ingredients
were organic. That hardly made it much healthier, of course, but at least I felt better about
myself.

Got a Berlin question? I'd be glad to try and help! There's also a wealth of information on

www.visitberlin.de, including a Berlin Calculator that shows you how to save money while you're

there. 
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